Instructional Context
What is your school setting (e.g., preschool, elementary school, middle or high school, or alternative school)? What are the number, ages, and grades of the students in the class featured in this entry, and what is the subject matter of the class? (Example: 32 students in grade 5, ages 10 and 11, Social Studies)
I currently teach in an elementary school. My students are in the 4th grade, and their ages range from 9 to 10 years of age. I have 20 students in which I teach all subjects including Mathematics, English-Language Arts, Social Studies, and Science. 
What are the relevant characteristics of this class that influenced your instructional strategies for this theme or topic of concern: ethnic, cultural, and linguistic diversity; the range of abilities of the students; the personality of the class?
There are many characteristics of my class that has influenced my instructional strategies for this component. My students are exceptionally smart but occasionally struggle with basic and foundational skills that has a lot to do with grammar and phonics skills. For example, 85% of my students, according to their scores on the Mississippi Academic Assessment, are reading above a 5th grade level. However, their entry Language and Phonics assessment scores averaged to be a 42%. We are in the downtown area. The linguistic diversity of my students is low. My students tend to adapt to the language of their community and write the way they talk to peers and family which causes an issue when trying to understand the proper way to write and speak. Also, most of my students come from families that are absent or have not graduated from high school/college. Learning is not reinforced at the students’ home. 
My class is made up of all African American students. They all seem to gravitate toward the same types of books and writing topics. So, in this writing piece, I pulled in a global issue that we all can study about. The culture of the class is very cohesive. The students are supportive of one another and loves feedback from their peers and me. Therefore, during this writing piece, they received a lot of feedback from both. They are eager to learn and loves being creative. 
What are the relevant characteristics of the students with exceptional needs and abilities (e.g., the range of abilities and the cognitive, social/behavioral, attentional, sensory, and/or physical challenges of your students) that influenced your planning for this theme or topic of concern? Give any other information that might help the assessor “see” this class.
I do not have any students with exceptional needs and abilities in my classroom. I do have a student that struggles with hearing. She wears hearing aids, and I must talk in a mic for her to hear me clearly. However, since I worked at an International Baccalaureate school, students must maintain an 80% average to stay in the program. So, for these students, we have the TST (Teacher Support Team) program. The TST program is when teachers plan and provide individualized instruction to students while monitoring them over a 5-10-week period. The program is broken up into Tiers one, two, and three. Tier one is high quality whole group instruction with all students based on the state’s standards. Tier 2 is for students not making acceptable progress in the regular classroom. These students are provided with progressively concentrated instruction to match their needs by the teacher during small group instruction. The tier 3 instruction is for students who has not made adequate progress in Tier 2. They receive intense one on one instruction from the teacher or another coach. I have four students on in the Tier 2 segment because they have not maintained an 80% average in English-Language Arts (ELA). Even the students are great readers, they often do not perform well on writing and language assessments. They struggle with making their writing connect with reading, and they struggle with grammar in writing. This is partly due to them not being adequately exposed to phonics and language skills during their primary years, kindergarten-second grade. The students must test into my school, so they are already reading and performing well. So, essential skills are overlooked by their great performance in reading and test taking skills. The teachers focus on enriching the students instead of making sure they know basic skills. 


What are the relevant features of your teaching context that influenced the selection of this theme or topic? This might include other realities of the social and physical teaching context (e.g., available resources, scheduling of classes, self-contained classroom, etc.) that are relevant to your response.
This influences my instructional strategies and planning because I want to focus on ensuring students understand basic and grammar, writing, and vocabulary skills. There are three relevant features of my teaching context that influenced the selection of “Coal” as the theme for my writing instruction. The International Baccalaureate program unit that we are studying during these lessons is “Sharing the Plant”. This focuses on natural resources and how good citizens, globally, help the environment. Studying the benefits and weaknesses of coal is a great subject that would tie into this unit. Another reason is because this is a topic that affects people all over the world. So, the students would be able to step out of their comfort zone and explore different part of the world. Lastly, coal is a subject that my students know little about and are eager to learn more. They are interested in natural resources but often struggle with expository writing that must connect to research. This will also help the students get creative by having to think outside the box when having to create a narrative piece based an informational topic. e
What particular instructional challenges do the students chosen for this entry represent? Explain the particular dynamics of the class and particular needs of the specific students that an assessor needs to know to understand how you involve students in establishing a supportive and stimulating community and how you used your topic of discussion to assist students in accomplishing this goal. This might include, but is not limited to, a description of your students’ skills, knowledge, and previous experiences that relate to your teaching.
The students chosen for this entry represent the average/struggling student in all subjects and the high achiever in my class. Because students must know how to write based on a text or passage, writing is an essential part of class. I’ve noticed that writing is an area of weakness for my students. These students are a part of the struggling group. The average/struggling student has not demonstrated consistency in English-Language Arts all year. She made a poor score on her 3rd grade writing exit exam and always struggled with writing. However, she is a hard worker. While she can write a somewhat grammatically correct paragraph, she is unable to stay on topic and narrow down her thoughts. The high achiever consistently scores well in both Language Arts and Math. When it comes to her writing specifically, she struggles with conclusions and grammar. She tries to hurry and finish and not as hardworking as she could be in academics. 
The instructional challenges of both students are their lack of interest in writing, and therefore, they struggle with expressing themselves clearly and in a way that their audience will be interested. I brought in topics that the students have highly inquired about before, and all students in my class love research to find out new things. These are the things that the students know how to do well (research and inquiry). So, I plan to connect research, an interesting topic, and writing together in order to engage students in the writing process. I also plan to give a bunch of feedback while allowing students to be involved in the peer editing process. This will create a collaborative, stimulating, and supportive environment. 
Planning and Teaching Analysis 
What overall writing goals are addressed by these two writing assignments? Explain the kinds of writing that students do, and the audiences, situations, and purposes for which they write that relate to the goals. Explain how these assignments fit into and support your writing instructional plan.
My overall goals for these two assignments was for the students to understand how to write using evidence and transitional words, how to write based on research, and how to write different kinds of writing pieces. Another overall objective is to develop students’ written expression of thought and provide my scholars opportunities to explore new ideas and to build connections between content areas and writing pieces. I also want the students to be able to stay on topic, have great conclusions, and have grammar free writing. I want them to understand that they may be faced with different topics and text and still would be responsible for writing any type of writing such as informational, opinion, or narrative. During the school year, my students write poetry, journal entries, research papers, comic strips, narrative responses, letters, and other types of writing. They do these in order to learn how to compose different types of writing pieces. Most of the time their writing connects with prior experiences, a research topic, or a specific text. Their audiences have included the school body, their peers, their teacher (me), their families, and the community. We practice writing every week not only so the students can be good writers, but so they can also be prepared for their state writing test at the end of the year. The assignments fit into my instructional plan because they are related to their classroom IB unit and it exposes the students to different types of writing using a specific set of information. 
What were your specific instructional objectives for each of the writing assignments for the class in general and for these students in particular? Explain why you identified these objectives and how they are appropriate to the students in your class. 
For my expository writing, there are five learning objectives: 1. The students will be able to give an opinion about a topic and support their opinion using evidence from research. 2. Use prewriting graphic organizers to organize thoughts before writing. 3. Write an essay that has minimal grammatical errors (less than three). 4. Students will be able to give at least three facts about the natural resource coal. 5. Write an essay that starts on topic and stays on topic. For my opinion writing, there are also five learning objectives: 1. The narratives will have a beginning, middle, and end. 2. Use prewriting graphic organizers to organize thoughts before writing. 3. The narrative should have at least three transitional words to indicate order such as first, next, and last. 4. Write a narrative that has minimal grammatical errors (less than three). Specifically, I want Student A (average student) to focus on an essay and narrative that has minimal grammatical errors, an essay/narrative that stays on topic, and prewriting skills to ensure organization. Student B will be focusing on minimal grammatical errors, solid endings, and using more complex and exciting sentences. I identified these objectives because my students struggle, for one, have trouble with grammatical issues. The students to write like they talk. So, they say things such as “gonna” and “finna” in their writing. They also neglect to add commas in the correct places, add apostrophes in the right places, make the subject and verbs agree, and other grammatical things. We also need to focus on staying on topic within the essay and narratives because my students will start writing on one topic and get off track. This is where their prewriting graphic organizers (GO) will become beneficial. The GO will help the students to organize their thoughts while ensuring they have a topic sentence(s) and concluding sentence(s). The students need to be able to accurately write expository and narrative selections on their 4th grade state exam. According to their 3rd grade exam, my students need help with the skills embedded in the objectives. The exam indicated that students struggled with grammar, topic sentences, concluding sentences, staying on topic, and planning.  They are also appropriate for my students because they are very creative and love to write. I want them to be able to learn through writing by writing the correct way. Writing is a very essential skill that students need to learn for our IB program and for future grade levels. 
What adjustments did you make to your instruction for the individual students whose work is featured in this entry? How did these adjustments help facilitate these students’ learning? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Student B presented the most challenges. She is my high performing student, but she struggled with more exciting sentences and grammar. She often rushed through her work and did not go back to look over her writing selections before turning them in for review. I gave a lot of feedback and allowed her peers to edit her writings as she edited theirs. Even though we were in the revision and editing stage of our writings, as a class, I had to pull her for grammar interventions. We had to revisit grammar rules such as commas in a series, apostrophes, subject and verb agreement, capitalization, and other mini lessons that are essential for writing. I wanted her to write more complex sentences, but she was stuck on where and when to use commas and conjunctions. So, I had to adjust because I could not get her to write appropriate complex sentences with so many grammatical errors in her writing. Also, she was writing great selections, but her endings were not matching her the great writing she started with in the beginning. So, instead of having her keep writing wrong/weak endings, I gave her a few paragraphs that were already started, and she had to come up with an ending for the practice paragraphs. I continued giving her examples and strategies until she was able to come up with endings on her own. In her expository writing, she was having trouble with organization. So, gave her paragraphs that were scrambled. She had to put the paragraphs in order. I also gave her and student A an alternate graphic organizer to scaffold their writing with both types of writing. The initial graphic organizer had tips and guiding words on it to help guide their thinking with their other writings. Eventually, for their final writing, they had a blank graphic organizer to fill out for their writing. I have also incorporated daily language and grammar skills in my classroom.
How do these writing assignments assist you in determining your objectives for the next sequence of learning? Explain what learning experiences will assist you in continuing to develop students’ abilities to think and write clearly and effectively. 
 How do these writing assignments help students make meaningful connections to writing as a tool for learning, as a way of acquiring and organizing new information, and as a means of enjoyment?

